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Your Gift



It’s such a special time of year to be in 
beautiful Northern Minnesota! I am 
happy that you have decided to create 
some memories and fill your soul with 
live performances. Whether you are here 
to support the incredible youth of our 
community, witness a national touring 
show, or participate in our wide variety 
of arts education programs, you are to be 
congratulated!

It is our desire to open the doors of the Reif Center to EVERYONE. 
We continue to provide diverse programming, work with local 
partners to provide hands-on arts experiences for those with 
different abilities, and offer scholarships for our Reif arts education 
programs. Thanks to our generous community, we can continue to 
provide these incredible and necessary programs for everyone, but 
in particular, for our young people and those with limited ability to 
attend otherwise.

This is also the time of year for giving. The Reif is a non-profit 
organization that depends on the generosity of our patrons, 
community members, foundations, and others to continue 
presenting valuable programming. If you are 
interested in making a much-appreciated 
donation to the Reif, please scan the QR code or 
visit reifcenter.org/donate. Thank you so much 
for considering a gift!

Reif Executive Director Shantel Dow

Truth and acknowledgment are critical to building mutual respect and connection across all differences 
of cultural heritage. So as we begin our program today, we acknowledge that we are standing on the 
traditional, ancestral, and contemporary lands of Indigenous people. This land was cared for, and called 
home, by the Ojibwe people, before them the Dakota, and other Native peoples from time immemorial. 
Ceded by the Ojibwe to the US government in the 1855 treaty of Washington, this land still holds great 
historical, spiritual, and personal significance for its original stewards. Before we continue, we will pause 
for a moment to pay respect to their elders, past, present and future.

Beyond the Stage
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“I felt like everyone was really interested 
in me as a person beyond what I 
needed in terms of my health care. That 
really changed my perspective of how 
I feel about big hospitals versus more 
rural community hospitals.”

NANCY
Grateful Patient

At Grand Itasca, we 
know it's the small 
moments that make 
a big difference. 

Share your 
story of care
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cont. p. 5

PEKING ACROBATS featuring THE 
SHANGHAI CIRCUS

Directed and Choreographed by Katie E. Smith

Music Direction by Rachel Coppock

Assistant Directors Glen Key & Mike Magner

Cast of Characters
Buddy the Elf (Hobbs)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Noah Jetland
Jovie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     Ayden Schauer
Walter Hobbs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Andrew Keating
Emily Hobbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Riley Stovall
Michael Hobbs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Benny Jurvelin
Santa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                     Maverick Starr
Deb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       Shelby Brown
Sam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    Makea Niewind
Chadwick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Artien Fox Schneider
Matthews  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Cash Connelly
Sarah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Emma Coronado-Rands
Mr. Greenway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Jackson Huson
Macy’s Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Bradley Hewitt
Fake Santa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                Brayden Meyer
Charlotte Dennon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Anja Beck
Darlene Lambert . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Dakira Dagenais
Emma Van Brocklin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Precious Nason

Elf The Musical JR. is presented through special arrangement with and all authorized materials are supplied by Music 

Theatre International, New York, NY (212) 541-4684 mtishows.com

Reif Theater Arts Presents: 
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cont. p. 7

from p. 3

Elf Ensemble
Addie Benes

Robert Budach

Anna Daigle

Levi Daigle

Gracelyn DeVries

Abigayle Edwards

Graham Elsen

Gabby Emerson

Alayna Felosi

Annika Gustafson

Landon Gustafson

Taylor Hedlund

Kinlee Johnston

Kylie Johnston

Lucy Kabotoff

Ryan Kabotoff

Kinsley Lacek

Leo Lick

Calvin Mann

Ruby Mariano

Brynn Mundahl

Gideon Olson

Callan Rutherford

Cameron Schuster

Landon Schuster

Kalea Storey

Jace Sutherland

Autumn Thompson

Gia Tobeck

Ruby Trevena

Maggie Troumbly

NYC Ensemble
Jasper Aultman

Anja Beck

Shelby Brown

Greta Carlson

Cash Connelly

Emma Coronado-Rands

Dakira Dagenais

Robbie Elj

Jocelyn Greniger

Bradley Hewitt

Jackson Huson

Lucie Jackson

Benny Jurvelin

Adriana Kabotoff

Andrew Keating

Sophie Kostiuk

Ruby Larson

James Martin

Olivia Martin

Brayden Meyer

Precious Nason

Makea Niewind

Ayden Schauer

Artien Fox Schneider

Payton Simmons

Dezzi Starr

Maverick Starr

Riley Stovall

Emma Ward

Lyla White
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THE WORLD FAMOUS

GLENN MILLER ORCHESTRA ®

from p. 5

cont. p. 10

Reif Dancers

Tech Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            John Miller

Set & Prop Construction  . . .   Greg Johnson, Melanie McCoy,
	 Buzz McCulloch

Costumes . . . . . . . .        Amy Savela, Amy Stovall, Jenni Mariano, 
	 Katie Benes, Katie Smith

Stage Crew . . . . . . . . . . . . .             Greg Johnson & DeShawn Nason

Sound & Projections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Reese Huwe

Spot Light Operators . . .   Erin Greniger & Stephani Crecelius

Linden Anthony

Kiira Halvorson

Evie Mariano

Angel Nguyen

Isabelle Pederson

Lily Stark

Crew

Paint Crew

Anja Beck

Rachel Coppock

Dakira Dagenais

Adriana Kabotoff

Lucy Kabotoff

Glen Key

Makea Niewind

Ayden Schauer

Katie Smith

Riley Stovall





blandinfoundation.org

Mr. Blandin was 
personally committed 
to the Itasca County 
area. His passion for 
this place has fueled 
the Foundation’s legacy 
for 80 years – for the 
ecosystem, economy 
and education. 

Today, we balance 
stories of our past with 
horizons of a strong 
future.

Like Mr Blandin, the 
generosity of Reif 
donors, propels that 
future.
 
Together, we show the 
“spirit of helpfulness 
to one’s fellow man” 
Mr. Blandin knew gives 
our area its distinctive 
character. We build 
toward opportunities, 
where all rural people 
can choose their future.

We work best 
when we work 

together.

Community         
is more than       
a place. 

It’s a way       
of life.

Mr. Charles K. Blandin
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Special Thanks
Rachel Coppock for sharing 
her love of music and children 
with all of us!

The Reif Tech Crew for making 
this show so beautiful! Particularly 
Greg who cut out the streetlamps 
and made them stand!

“The Amys” Amy Savela and Amy Stovall who have spent countless 
hours stitching these Elves and Humans into the most stunning costumes.

Katie Benes for sewing 
marabou onto many 
costumes (she will probably 
be finding feathers in her 
house for months).

Jennifer Mariano for sewing 62 Elf 
Shoes and buying out every thrift-store 
from here to Duluth!

Mike Magner for being a calming 
presence, for pinning Elf Shoes and 
for supplying all the sweaters!

Glen Key for painting, cutting out elf 
shoes, keeping the backstage organized 
and for a million other things!

David Martin 
and Melanie 
McCoy for 
filming the show.

My students who have put months into the music, dances, lines, and 
blocking. You are all stars, and I can’t wait to see you shine on stage!

The City of Grand 
Rapids for lending 
us the perfect 
bench for New 
York City!



280 NW 6th St, Grand Rapids, MN 55744

11



12

the Reif

Have yourself
a

merry
little

Gift Card
too

Get a $10 Bonus Card 
with a purchase of $50 

in Gift Cards.

Call to redeem this offer (218-327-5780), or stop by the                              
Reif Box Office Monday-Friday, 11:00am to 4:00pm.

This offer is valid from Nov. 1, 2022 through Dec. 22, 2022. 

Gift cards are non-refundable. Gift cards may be redeemed 
for tickets to Reif events only, Reif Dance or Reif Theater Arts 
tuition, or Reif donations.  Gift certificates cannot be replaced if 
lost, but they never expire and make a perfect gift!
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Tickets at TheReif.org & 218-3275780
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Buy 
Early     
& Save!

Get your tickets early and 

save $5 per 
ticket. 

D
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Reif Dance 
Presents

The Nutcracker

the Reif

Reif Theater Arts Presents: 
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Rocky Mountain High 
Experience®, 

A John Denver 
Christmas

Rock & Roll X-Mas Spectacular

The mostwonderful 
time of year!

Have yourself
a

merry
little

Gift Card
too

Get a $10 Bonus Card 
with a purchase of $50 

in Gift Cards.



14

 thereif.org | 218-327-5780

Simply Sinatra

Feb. 14
1:00pm

The Derina 
Harvey Band 

Mar. 14
1:00pm

The Pirates of 
Penzance

New York Gilbert & 
Sullivan Players 

Mar. 21
1:00pm

Ensamble 7/4

Apr. 17
1:00pm

Miss Lillian 
More Than a 

President’s Mother

May 19
1:00pm

Buy Early and Save!
Don’t wait until the day of the show.  Get your tickets early and save $5 per ticket. 

All shows will be held at The REIF in the  Wilcox Theater.

the Reif 

Matinee
Series

Gaelynn Lea

Jan. 19
2:00pm



15

Supporting the Arts          
for Over 40 Years.



GENERAL      
INFORMATION

Upcoming Events

Rocky Mountain High Experience®,  
A John Denver Christmas
Thursday, December 1, 2022
REIF CENTER, Wilcox Theater

Santa’s Village
Sunday, December 4, 2022

REIF CENTER

Reif Dance: The Nutcracker
December 9-10-11, 2022

REIF CENTER, Wilcox Theater

Rock & Roll X-Mas 
Spectacular

Saturday, December 17, 2022
REIF CENTER, Wilcox Theater

Lightwire: A Very           
Electric Christmas

Thursday, December 22, 2022
REIF CENTER, Wilcox Theater

Visit theReif.org for a 
complete list of shows.

BUY TICKETS…
NO FEES!
Online: TheReif.org 

McMahon Box Office: 

Mon-Fri: 11am to 4pm and    
one hour prior to all events

Phone: 218-327-5780
*Please note there are no fees to purchase tickets. 
If you would like your tickets mailed, shipping 
and handling is $2.00 per order.

Buy Early and Save!
Don’t wait until the day of the show. Get your 
tickets early and save $5 per ticket. 

DISCOUNTS…
 •	 Group discount of 10% for 10 or more 

people (use code GROUP10 on eligible 

shows), 20% for 20 or more people 

(use code GROUP20 on eligible shows) or 

call 218-327-5780 to secure groups

•	 Buy 3 or more events at one time and 

save 10% on your order (use 

code SAVE10 on eligible shows)

Enjoy new student pricing 
on most Reif events.  $11 tickets 

for all students (birth thru college*)
*valid ID required for college students

Follow us on social media             
@thereif & @reifcouncil

Stay connected!
Visit TheReif.org and join our email list to get Reif news, 
information and special ticket offers delivered to your mailbox!

2023 winter/SPRING 

Events Coming Soon!

Visit TheReif.org



When neighbors, friends and families come together,  

we do great things. That’s why we celebrate the hard work  

and dedication it takes to strengthen our communities.  

It’s people like you who make this place unlike any other. 

IMAGINE  
SOMETHING MORE

Join our team: EssentiaCareers.org

LIK E NOWHE RE E L S E SM



woodland.bank
C O M E  O N  O V E R  A N D  B A N K  E A S Y.

P R O U D  T O
S U P P O R T

T H E  S TA G E .
At Woodland Bank, our mission is to help 

create a strong, vibrant community. The arts 

are a vital component, and that’s why we’re 

proud to support the Reif Center. In fact, it’s 

an easy decision. And we love easy.


