2023-2024 PERFORMING ARTS SEASON

PLAYBILL

THE REIF APRIL 16, 2024

— WWW.BZWINS.COM

‘ P EdwardJones
SPONSORED BY: [y A Kristina Gaalaas
Bhe Loggy Dome CFPY, ChFC®, AAME™ | Frsancial Adhasor

MUSIC REIM AGINED




PROUDTO BE YOUR
COMMUNITY

B AN K

e est 1914 -

MY COMMUNITY, MY BANK™ | grsb.bank




YOUR CHANCE TO JOIN THE
CAST, REGISTER TODAY!

3 WEEK SUMMER
_} THEATER WORKSHOP

PRESENTS:
<—=.g

i &7 HE
G‘{EEQ(ST/\I‘K

The truth behind the legend of Jack and the Beanstalk is brought to light
in this hilarious courtroom drama. The character of the great Jack Growell,
of the infamous beanstalk, has come into question. Now his granddaughter
is on trial and at risk of losing the family legacy. The ferocious prosecutor,
Nicoletta Vale is on a war path to prove that the Growell family consists
entirely of crooks. Can Jackie clear her family name and save her grandparents
from the sleeping spell that has them trapped? Join us this summer to find
out. This three-week theater workshop will take students through the entire
production process from auditions to casting to three performances on the
main stage of the Reif. Everyone gets a part! If you are not comfortable in
the spotlight, come work backstage! For students 3rd grade and up.

July 22 - August 11 | M-F 9AM-12PM For audton information
Performances: Aug. 9 at 7pm & Aug. 10 & 11 at 2pm ancto rl.e}%g:irf:)f;

Instructor: Katie E. Smith | Location: Reif Center
Questions? Email Katie

Fee: $150.00 (Before June 12) $165.00 (After June 12)  at ksmith@reifcenterorg
or call 218-327-5780.
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Life In The Favela

The longest bridge in the Southern
Hemisphere connects Rio de Janeiro to
Niteroi, a city of half a million people in
southeastern Brazil. Niteroi is a financial
and commercial center, with modern
buildings and shopping malls, but the
Caldas family lives in its poorest area—
the favela, a Portuguese word that more
or less translates to “slum.”

Favelas  throughout  Brazil  are
distinguished by  their  primitive
infrastructure and public services, high
crime and extreme poverty. Most residents
have no diploma. Most boys become men
who work a life of hard labor for low
wages. They start families and build atop
their parents’ homes, often using whatever
materials they can find or afford, creating
an urban landscape of dirt and brick dotted
with pastels and bright colors.

“We had nothing, but at the same time we
had everything,” Walter says inside the small
apartment near Ingersoll Avenue he shares
with his wife, Molly, and new dog, Branca,
a gentle pit bull who likes to sleep. He talks
over the loud buzz of an air conditioner
attached to the wall over the couch, and
hums “No Diggity” by Blackstreet as he
searches his laptop for photos of home. He
shows them off with great pride.

“Everything we are today—the personality,
the craziness—is from here,” he says. “Our
childhood was everything you could ever
imagine. Pure happiness. Freedom.”

The brothers and their friends spent their
days running barefoot in the streets, playing
soccer for hours, riding bikes down to the
water, eating out of the garbage when they
got hungry. Kids were everywhere. For
a while, the family made trips to a local
well for water before their father was able
to install a primitive plumbing and water
storage system in their home, a small brick
structure without glass or screens on the
windows.

Wagner says living in the favela is a “beautiful
reality” in which people don't think about
money. No one considers themselves poor.

“There, you are just living,” he says. “If you
don’t know what else is out there, you don't
think about what you don't have. Then
when you see what is possible (outside
the favela), you start giving importance to
things like money. So sometimes there is a
price to pay for having that knowledge.”

As they grew into teenagers, the brothers
listened to American pop music—Michael
Jackson and Whitney Houston and the

cont. p. 5
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Backstreet Boys. They memorized every
word of every song but had no idea what
any of them meant.

Walter started an all-boys dance crew called
the Big Boys, the only English he knew at
the time, and they performed at street
parties in exchange for food off the grills.

Around them, other boys fell into drug
trafficking and street gangs. “We had a lot
of friends get killed,” Walter says.

“My mom used to take us to see their
bodies. She would wake us up and show
us, and say ‘See why he’s dead?” And there
was nothing, no cops, just a body, fresh on
the street.”

Music kept the twins from any chance of a
turn toward this life.

Their father, Jonas, was placed in an
orphanage as a boy after his mother could
no longer afford to take care of him. There
he was assigned a trade: furniture maker.
He started making wooden toys, then he
built his first guitar, then his first violin.
But as his family grew he couldn't afford
to work on his craft, so he drove a truck
full time for more than a decade, scratching
together enough money to open a shop ina
garage next to his tiny home.

Eventually, he started fixing instruments for
an orchestra that had sprung up in the favela
as a way to help keep kids off the streets. In
exchange, his twin boys took lessons. The
program took off, and the boys’ natural
talent quickly became apparent. Walter
and Wagner were the first students to play
violin. They joined the orchestra when they
turned 12 and began traveling outside the
favela to perform.

‘And who listens to classical music?” Walter
says. “Rich people. So then we started
crossing the margins of where we were born
and raised to the rich areas.”

5

The orchestra played for celebrities and
dignitaries. The gregarious twins and their
high-energy takes on revered classical
music stood out. After a performance in Rio
in 2006, a National Public Radio producer
spent the day at the family’s home to tell
their story.

The brothers began to imagine a life outside
the favela.

‘Art in general, it takes you somewhere,
somehow,” Walter says. “It gave everyone
a vision of the world they didnt have,
including me.”

Thousands of miles away, in a place they'd
never heard of called Iowa, someone heard
their segment on NPR.

This patchwork of shacks and shelters in
a Brazilian favela was home to the Caldas
brothers, who say they grew up knowing
little of the world beyond.

Making It In America

In the summer of 2006, the World Food Prize
announced its laureates, people recognized
annually for leading advancements in the
quality or availability of food in the world.
The three winners that year each played a
prominent role in transforming an infertile
region of Brazil into productive cropland.

As Ambassador Kenneth M. Quinn, the
World Food Prize president, and his team
were planning the organization’ fall event
honoring the laureates, he heard the NPR
segment on the Caldas twins.

“I thought, ‘Oh my gosh, what an interesting
story, ” Quinn recalls. He decided to bring
them to Iowa to perform at the ceremony.
The World Food Prize helped the twins
get visas and paid for their travel and three
days’ stay at the Hotel Fort Des Moines.

cont. p. 7



TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS

6/18/24 - 6/27/24
Ages 0-4: 9:45am-10:30am
Ages PreK - Entering grade 2: 11:00am-11:45am

Set your child up for success in this hands-on music camp for early learners! This
camp combines creative play, catchy tunes, and fun games to give your child
a meaningful musical experience. We will explore musical ideas with different
instruments, activities, and themes.

Location: Reif Center, Grand Rapids To register, contact the Reif Box Office
Fee: $40 boxoffice@reifcenter.org or call 218-327-5780.

TRAVEL A LEADERS' Expertise

travel better : .
You Can Trust

Our agency has the training and
cONNEctions to ensure your
travel experiences exceed your
expectations.

Enjoy customized itineraries,
select privileges, negotiated
values and upgrades on the twop
cruise lines and luxury hotels in

000 the world.

Bl6 5 POKEGAMA AVE, SUITE A Contact our agents for
GRANEY RASIES, Fid S5T44 your exceptional journey
218-327-2901 and discover what it

www TRAVELLEADERS. COM/GRANDRAPIDSMN means to lraved Bettar.
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Backstage, the twins wondered why
all the other performers were so tense.
“We figured out what to play like 10
minutes before,” Walter says. They
weren't nervous and didn't rehearse.
The brothers traveled more than 5,000
miles to play just 2 1/2 minutes of
music—Walter on violin, Wagner on
ukulele.

“They dazzled. They had the energy of
youth; they just had this verve to them,”
Quinn says. “You could just see it and
feel it in the room.”

Benjamin Allen, then the president

of the University of Northern Iowa,
approached them through a translator after
their performance and, on the spot, offered
them a full scholarship to study music at
the university.

“We thought it was just talk,” Walter says.
‘A month later we started receiving stuff
in Brazil from UNI, everything in English,
with pictures of dorms, and I was like, ‘Oh
my God, we're really going.’”

They hid the brochures and letters and
found help filling out all the applications
and paperwork before telling their parents
they were moving to America. “They were
afraid for us,” Walter says. “They were
thinking we were just going to another
favela, in the United States.”

Neither could speak or read English. People
in Brazil made them signs written in English
asking for help getting to their gates and to
taxis, which the twins held as they walked
through airports.

English classes on campus were more
difficult than they expected. “We couldn't
even ask for help. We could never tell the
teacher, ‘Hey, I didn’t understand a word
you just said, ” Walter says. He learned the
language and adjusted to American life a bit

better than Wagner, who often missed home
and felt self-conscious about his language.

But they never let each other get low
enough to regret their decision to come to
America. “Having each other was a big part
of it,” Walter says. “We never let each other
feel sorry about anything in our lives.”

At every challenge, they brought with
them the carefree attitude toward life—a
mix of unbridled optimism and naiveté—
one learns growing up in the favela. Even
as they struggled with classes and the
language, the brothers danced at clubs,
gave hugs to strangers, made dozens of
friends and became known around campus
as “the Brazilian twins.” They soaked up the
attention.

At a bar one night, the brothers met TC
VanHooreweghe and became fast friends,
spending time with his family at holidays.
“It sounds cheesy or cliché, but they are
so magnetic,” VanHooreweghe, now the
Brazilian 2wins manager, says. “When
you are around them, people get out of
their comfort zones. They break the ice
immediately and you can see a person
change.”

cont. p. 11
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Mr. Blandin was
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- to the Itasca County

IS mMore than area. His passion for
this place has fueled

a place' the Foundation'’s legacy
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ecosystem, economy

|t'S a Way and education.
of life.

Today, we balance
stories of our past with
horizons of a strong
future.

Like Mr Blandin, the
generosity of Reif
donors, propels that
future.

Together, we show the
“spirit of helpfulness
to one’s fellow man”
Mr. Blandin knew gives
our area its distinctive
character. We build
toward opportunities,
where all rural people
can choose their future.
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MacRostie Art Center

Inspiring a creative community.

EXHIBITIONS | CLASSES | ART SHOP

macrostieartcenter.org 218.326.2697
fvw® g |

Count on us to give
you our best.

Real estate transactions require focus,
follow through, and, above all, experience.
Our seasoned, expert staff will guide your
transaction from start to finish, regardless
of complexity. For abstracting, title work, or
closings, count on us to give you our best.

8

111 NW 5th Street, Grand Rapids, MN | 218.326.9010
abstractservice.com
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Music became more important than class.
Both are musical savants and only need to
hear a song once before they can play it
themselves without ever reading the music.
The brothers performed at university events,
but also started the band, the Brazilian
2wins, where they put their own classical
spin on the popular music they grew up
loving back home.

Shows were high-energy, frenetic, a mix
of covers and original music. Walter and
Wagner bounced and danced around stage
with their violin and ukulele (and backing
band, a drummer and bassist), interacting
with the crowd between songs. The Brazilian
2wins grew popular around Cedar Falls and
Waterloo, then started touring throughout
Iowa and the Midwest and eventually found
success on the college market.

They dropped out of school and became
full-time musicians. Both met their future
wives. The dreams of those two boys in
the slums of Brazil memorizing Michael
Jackson and Justin Timberlake songs were
coming true.

The 80/35 Music Festival booked them to
perform at the 2015 festival, which would
put them in front of a crowd of thousands.
The downtown Des Moines concert would be
the most important show of their careers.

A few days before the show, Wagner stepped
out of the shower, wiped the steam off the
mirror so he could shave, and saw a lump
on his chest.

Just Another Crazy Adventure

Thirty minutes to show time at Sips and
the City, and the brothers are changing into
their ivory tuxedo jackets and eating Jimmy
John’s sandwiches in a makeshift dressing
room near the elevators and bathrooms of
Capital Square.

Wagner removes his shirt to show the scars.
Near his left shoulder, a radiation burn.
Below his right collarbone, a chemotherapy
port remains implanted in his chest. He
went through 31 brutal rounds of chemo
over nine months once doctors discovered
the tumor: a very rare, very aggressive form
of cancer called Ewings sarcoma.

For about a year, Wagner had suffered from
pain and numbness in his hands, fingers
and arm. Doctors thought it was a nerve
issue and performed surgery on his ulnar
nerve. The pain remained, then worsened.
He started taking painkillers. He stopped
sleeping.

He and his wife, Tracy, began to fear
something more ominous was causing the
pain. When they saw the lump last July,
fear became reality. Doctors performed a
day’s worth of tests, then sat them down in
a room at University of lowa Hospitals and
delivered the news.

“My wife started bawling,” Wagner says,
“but I said, ‘OK, so what do we do now?’
I immediately went there. T knew I was
in a different game now. I have a way of
simplifying everything in my mind, and the
worst thing that could happen to me in this
whole deal is for me to die. People die every
day. I won't be the first or the last person to
get cancer.”

Treatment needed to be aggressive. If
the cancer spread to his bones, Wagners
chances of survival shrunk significantly.
Doctors told him they would likely have to
amputate his left arm. They even set a date
for the surgery, Sept. 3. Wagner thought he
would never play the ukulele again, so he
went home and downloaded music to teach
himself the piano.

cont. p. 13
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In addition to his wife, Wagner told only
Walter, and the Brazilian 2wins performed
at 80/35 in what the brothers knew could
be their final show together. In photos,
Wagner can be seen shaking his hand,
in pain but trying to hide it. Walter says
he looked at his brother throughout the
performance and saw him as happy as he'd
ever seen him onstage.

The first chemotherapy floored him. “I
thought T was going to throw up to death,”
Wagner says. All his hair fell out. His
beloved afro peeled off like a wig. He spent
nine months in treatment, rotating between
48-hour and five-day chemo drips.

“It was our whole life,” Tracy Caldas says.
‘At one point we thought like it was nine
years and not nine months.”

Fans raised more than $30,000 online for
him. The cancerresponded well to treatment.
Doctors canceled the amputation.

Through it all, he kept the upbeat, positive
attitude, viewing the entire ordeal as “just
another crazy adventure,” a bump in the
road on the way to their American dream.
This was not an act. He played practical
jokes on his friends and family and
recorded videos of himself dancing in the
hospital hallways. His friends back home
in the favela shaved their heads in
solidarity and sent photos.

Every time Walter, back home in
Des Moines, would feel his mind
creeping to dark places, he called
Wagner, who would cheer him up
from his Towa City hospital bed.

“There is something you have to
know about us to understand this
reaction,” Walter says. “We are
very happy and try not to ever
worry, and we believe in energy,
and believe that negative energy

I3

brings more negative energy brings more
negative energy.

“It’s just the way we grew up,” he adds. “It
drives our wives crazy.”

The band played on in Wagner’s absence,
but he made a surprise appearance at a
Waterloo concert once treatment ended in
the spring, walking onto the stage—still
bald, and thin—with his ukulele while
Walter sang “Lean on Me.”

He goes back for tests every three months—
the first one came back clean—and knows
the chance of the cancer returning is as high
as 40 percent. But still he is undeterred.

“Most people get depressed, and that’s why
[ think they lose,” he says. “They get afraid
and it overwhelms them. I never look at
the negative stuff. I am gonna make it. It
just cancer. If it comes back, I will beat it
again.”

The brothers cut the tags off each other’s
new jackets and walk out to the small stage.
The crowd is starting to swell as they begin
playing a 10-minute improvised version of
the Daft Punk and Pharrell Williams song
“Get Lucky”

The chorus begins with these lyrics: “We've
come too far, to give up who we are.”




| & UP COMING EVENTS

Koo Koo
Friday, April 19 @ 7pm
The Reif: Wilcox Theater

Michael Martin Murphey
Thursday, May 2 @ 7pm
The Reif: Wilcox Theater

Reif Dance: Spring Show
Fri, Sat, Sun, June 7-8-9
7pm | 2pm | The Reif: Wilcox Theater

Greg Kaczor
Thursday, June 13 @ 7PM
FREE concert, Hibbing’s Bennett Park

Raised on Radio: The Music

of Journey & Bon Jovi
Friday, June 14 @ 7PM
Pavilion at the Yanmar Arena

Takin’ It to the Limit:
An Eagles Tribute with
Collective Unconscious and
the Fabulous Armadillos
Thursday, June 20 @ 7pPM

Pavilion at the Yanmar Arena

Twist of Fate

Friday, July 5 @ 7pM

BOAT-IN FREE concert,

Pokegama Lake, Sugar Bay

Enter coordinates in Google Maps to find
the place: 47°12°23.8”N 93°37°46.9"W

Adessa & The Beat
Saturday, July 6 @ 7pPM

BOAT-IN FREE concert, Prairie Lake
Enter coordinates in Google Maps to find
the place: 47.293832, -93.528146

Christopher David

Hanson Band
Thursday, July 11 @ 7pM
FREE concert, Hibbing’s Bennett Park

Reif Repertory Theater Presents:

Little Shop of Horrors
July 11-14 @ 7PM & 2PM
The Reif, Wilcox Theater

Takin’ it to the Streets:
Doobie Brothers Tribute
with Collective Unconscious

and the Fabulous Armadillos
Thursday, July 25 @ 7pm

Pavilion at the Yanmar Arena

Chase & Ovation
Celebrating the Music of

Prince LIVE!
Thursday, August 1 @ 7PM

Pavilion at the Yanmar Arena

Adessa & The Beat
Thursday, August 8 @ 7pPM
FREE concert, Hibbing’s Bennett Park

Reif Theater Arts Presents:

Jackie and the Greenstalk
August 9-11 @ 7PM& 2pm
The Reif, Wilcox Theater

TICKETS
TheReif.org | 218-327-5780

AT THE BOX OFFICE: 11AM - 4PM
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GENERAL
INFORMATION

BUY TICKETS...
NO FEES!

onLINE: TheReif.org

MCMAHON BOX OFFICE:

MON-FRI: 11am to 4pm anp
ONE HOUR PRIOR TO ALL EVENTS

pHONE: 218-327-5780

*Please note there are no fees to purchase tickets.
If you would like your tickets mailed, shipping
and handling is $2.00 per order:

BUY EARLY AND SAVE!

Don’t wait until the day of the show. Get your
tickets early and save $5 per ticket.

DISCOUNTS...

* Group discount of 10% for 10 or more
people (use code GROUP10 on eligible
shows), 20% for 20 or more people
(use code GROUP20 on eligible shows) or
call 218-327-5780 to secure groups

* Buy 3 or more events at one time and
save 10(%) on your order (use
code SAVE10 on eligible shows)

Enjoy new student pricing
on most Reif events. $11 tickets
for all students (birth thru college*)

*valid ID required for college students

STAY CONNECTED!

Visit TheReif.org and join our email list to get Reif news,
information and special ticket offers delivered to your mailbox!

REIF MISSION

To stimulate arts in
Northern Minnesota.

Underlying principles that guide
this mission include the Reif Arts
Council’s responsibility to provide
a healthy organization and a well-
managed facility in which a wide
variety of visual and performing
arts may be experienced,
exhibited, and taught.

2023-2024

REIF ARTS
COUNCIL BOARD

Myrna Peterson, Board Chair
Joni Namyst, Vice Chair
Tricia Sterle, Secretary
Angela Tobeck, Treasurer
Michelle Arnhold Davies
Jon Arntson

Katie Cargill

Adam Geibner

Mindy Nuhring, ISD #318 Rep.
Heather Pederson

Robert Ward, Jr.

Follow us on social media

o @ @reifcouncil

@ @the_reif



IMAGINE
SOMETHING MORE

When neighbors, friends and families come together,

we do great things. That's why we celebrate the hard work
and dedication it takes to strengthen our communities.

It's people like you who make this place unlike any other.

LIKE NOWHERE ELSE™
=~
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Essentia Health

Join our team: EssentiaCareers.org



PROUD TO
SUPPORT THE
STAGE.

At Woodland Bank, our mission is to
support our strong, viborant community.
The arts are a vital component of that,
and that's why we're proud to support
the Reif Center. Local people supporting
local people. It's what we do!

Bank easy. Bank local. Bank Woodland.

5?\% woodland.bank
— AN 218.327.4000

Woodland Bank o T




